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We had a great turn out at the ‘Round the Mountain Canoe and Kayak races.  See the results for lots of 

winners across the various classes.  It was a near perfect paddling day even though the water was a bit chilly 

with the recent ice out. Temperature registered at 50 degrees off of Ampersand Bay Resort!  Want to explore 

new places in the park? Look over MAC’S Canoe Livery’s list of trips.  AWA members receive a $10 discount 

on any clinic or trip. 

Check out the info on Celebrate Paddling Month in Saranac Lake – a full month of paddle sport fun on and 

off the water. Brian McDonnell will give a presentation on the history of the 90 Miler – June 20 at 7 PM at 

Historic Saranac Lake.   

The AWA has teamed with NYMCRA and MAC’S for Stock Class Demos and a Dash for Cash at several 

upcoming paddle sport events.  Come visit us and take a paddle!  We look forward to seeing you at the races, 

clinics and watershed improvement projects we organize.  THANK YOU for your continuing support. 

 

30th Annual ‘Round the Mountain Canoe and Kayak Races Results 

 

A late ice out had local paddlers yearning for the season opening canoe and kayak races in Saranac Lake.  The 

‘Round the Mountain Canoe and Kayak Races took place Saturday, May 12, 2018 under light winds and sunny 

skies.  Nearly 100 paddlers entered in guide boats, solo, tandem and 4 person canoes and a variety of kayaks.  

The event was sanctioned as a New York State Marathon Canoe Racing Association (NYMCRA) canoe and 

kayak points race drawing many competitive paddlers from across the state. 

The race start line was on the beach of Ampersand Bay Resort.  The resort crew did a great job of cleaning up 

the venue in a short time due to high water and lingering ice conditions in preparation for the event.  PFD’s 

were mandatory as water temperatures were only in the low 50’s.  The Fastest time of the day went to Jim 

Mallory of West Henrietta in an unlimited kayak crossing the finish line at 1:23:08.  The fastest canoe was 

Mark Winter of Bloomingdale and Shane MacDowell of Lake Placid.  Their time was 1:26:03.  Other local 

winners included Jennifer Okonuk of Owls Head in the One Person Guide Boat class; 2:12:41, Allison Doty of 

Saranac Lake in the Solo Recreation class; 2:03:30, Doug Roode of Lake Placid in the C-1 Stock Class; 

1:56:23, Janet Findlay and Dave Hunter of Lake Placid in the C-2 Amateur mixed over 50 class; 1:32:54, Roger 

Gocking of Saranac Lake in the Touring Kayak over 50 class; 1:35:13, Royal McDonnell of Paul Smiths in the 

Unlimited Kayak under 50 class; 1:25:59, and the Blue Crusher Flower team of Beth Donnelly, Heidi Kretser, 

Jen Perry and Nancy Bernstein winning the C-4 Women’s Class in 1:46:36.  Race organizers, The Adirondack 

Watershed Alliance (AWA), would like to thank the volunteers, Saranac Lake Police, and the Adirondack 

Amateur Radio Association for their support at the event.  The AWA contributes a portion of the proceeds of 

the event to the local Ham Radio Association.  For complete results go to macscanoe.com 

AWA to host Stock Class Kevlar demos at NYMCRA points races 

New York Marathon Canoe Race Association (NYMCRA), the Adirondack Watershed Alliance and Wenonah 

Canoes have teamed up to make it easier to get people in Kevlar boats this season.  MAC’S Canoe Livery has 

again offered to bring a trailer load of solo, tandem and C-4 Stock class Wenonah Kevlar Canoes to selected 

NYMCRA Canoe Points Race Series events across the empire state this season.  The schedule of paddle sport 

events AWA will attend:   June 2 – Tupper Lake 8 Mile, June  9 &10  – Madrid Canoe Regatta, July 7 – 

Armond Bassett Canoe and Kayak Race  - Rochester, July 14– Schenectady -  Electric City, July 15 - Barge 

Chaser,  September 22 -  Long Lake Long Boat Regatta. 

 



June is Celebrate Paddling Month in Saranac Lake 

To help you get on the water, several outfitters and organizations in the Saranac Lake region have teamed up to offer a 

variety of paddling-related activities and events. Dubbed Celebrate Paddling, this series offers everything from Armchair 

Adventures on select weeknights, to on-the-water events.  The AWA will offer Team Paddler Training in their Paddle the 

Saranacs Series on 3 consecutive Monday nights; “Learn to paddle like a 90 Miler Stock Class Racer” clinics on Tuesday 

nights and some Evening Training Paddles on Wednesday nights.  There are programs planned for every day in June.  

Celebrate Paddling is a joint effort of the Northern Forest Canoe Trail, Adirondack Lakes and Trails Outfitters, St. Regis 

Canoe Outfitters, and MAC's Canoe Livery.   Go to http://www.celebratepaddlingadk.com for a 2018 SCHEDULE. 

Adirondack Canoe Classic – The 90 Miler 

Friday through Sunday, September 7 – 9 - Old Forge, Long Lake, Saranac Lake, 90 miles 
 

The “90-miler’ follows the original highways of the Adirondacks from Old Forge to Saranac Lake. The course is a mix of 

lake and river flat water paddling with several carries. Participants receive a T-shirt, mileage pins, awards, camping, 

snacks, boat shuttles and a post race meal. Entry forms  go in the Mail in June. The 90-Miler is limited to 250 boats. Entry 

deadline is July 20.  Entry fee is $150 - $200 per paddler based on team size. ($25 discount for AWA members.) 

 

Adirondack Canoe Classic Welcomes New Sponsors 
 

The AWA welcomes the Zone 3 Nursery in Inlet and Adirondack Health as new sponsors to the 90 Miler community!  

We want to thank our sponsors who have already signed on for the 2018 extravaganza including The Central Adirondack 

Association, The Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism, Long Lake Recreation, Dale Krapf, Hyde Fuel, SMP, NRS, 

Pepsi, Adirondack Bank, US Veterans Rowing and Kayaking, Oarsman Boats, Placid Boatworks, Old Forge Camping, 

Paul Smith’s College St. Joseph’s Rehabilitation Center, Hornbeck Boats and the New York Marathon Canoe and Kayak 

Association.  We look forward to welcoming more new and previous sponsors in the weeks leading up to the 90 Miler.   

 

Scholarships available for 90 Miler entry 
 

The Robert L. Evans Memorial Adirondack Canoe Classic “90-Miler Home-Built Wood Boat” Award 

“Bob” Evans (1926-2015) was an avid outdoorsman who loved the Adirondacks. A strong and graceful paddler from his 

youth, he participated in numerous local canoe, guideboat and kayak races including multiple completions of the “90 

Miler.” The award is sponsored by Bob’s family to keep alive the love and passion for hand built wooden boats. You need 

not win the race to win the award, just finish strong and share with us the story of your boat.  

- Award is the reimbursement of the Adirondack Canoe Classic (the “90-miler”) entry fee for one paddler entrant for the 

current year only.  Award rules and criteria for a home-built wood construction canoe, kayak, or guideboat that 

completes the Adirondack Canoe Classic can be found on the AWA pages of macscanoe.com. 

 

Post 9/11 US Veterans 

US Veterans Rowing and Kayaking is pleased to be partnering again for the upcoming 3-day 90-mile Adirondack Canoe 

Classic.  Scholarships are available for all active duty military personnel, and Post 9/11 Veterans in the amount 

of $50.00 per person.  The blank registration forms are available on http://www.veteransrowing.org by clicking onto 

"Register Now" link.  Simply print out the forms, including waiver form, and fax it back to us along with DD214 or other 

military ID if active duty. Forms must be legible and signed.  Fax to: (203)383-2797 

For further information, please see USVRK NY State Representative Holly Crouch, U.S. Air Force Retired. 

 

Long Lake Long Boat Regatta 
Saturday, September 22 at 10 a.m. - Long Lake,  10 miles 
 

This race features the North American War Canoe Championships, a 10-mile race on  a figure of 8 course on Long Lake. 

Other events include the 10- mile Adirondack Kayak Championships, a  C-4 marathon, and  canoe, guideboat and 

“Anything goes” races for youth and adults. All races begin and end at the beach across from the Adirondack  

Hotel. Entry fee is $25 per paddler. ($20 for AWA members) 

http://www.celebratepaddlingadk.com/
http://www.veteransrowing.org/


MAC’S Canoe Livery’s Schedule of “Adventures in the Forest Preserve”  
 

“ALL DAY ADVENTURES” 

 We meet at MAC’S at 9 AM, go exploring and return by 4PM based on weather, group experience and 

your desire to swim or lollygag in the back country!  We provide a guide, canoes and route planning.  You 

provide your personal equipment and lunch. Scheduled trips are $65 per person (4 person minimum). We 

will go in the rain if you will!   

 

Special Request ALL DAY Trips can be arranged any time in advance based on guide availability. Fee is 

$250 for up to 3 people or $80 per person for 4 or more paddlers. 

 

“HALF DAY ADVENTURES" 

Meet at MAC’S at 10 AM to gear up for a quick immersion into the Saranac Lakes Wild Forest with your 

guide.  Participants should bring their lunch, clothes and gear appropriate for the weather. Enjoy lunch on 

the shore and be back to MAC’S by 2:30 PM.  Scheduled Trips are $50 per person (4 person minimum.)  

MAC’S will provide the canoes, PFDs and some trip transport for the paddles.  

 

Special Request HALF DAY Trips are $175 for up to 3 people or $60 per person for 4 or more and are based 

on guide availability.  Call for details. 

 

Here is the trip schedule: 

 

• June 11: Team Paddling Clinic – Upper Saranac Lake - 6:30 – 8 PM.  $25pp Meet at MAC’S 

• June 12: 90 Miler Paddling Clinic – 6:30 – 8 PM, Meet at Tennis Courts on Lake Flower. $25pp 

• June 13: Paddle Stoney Creek  Evening Training – 4 – 7 PM $25pp 

• June 14:  Half Day - Follensby Pond Loop  

• June 17:  Half Day - Stoney Creek Ponds to Axton Landing 

• June 18: Team Paddling Clinic – Middle Saranac - 6:30 – 8 PM.  Meet at South Creek $25pp 

• June 19: 90 Miler Paddling Clinic – 6:30 – 8 PM, Meet at Tennis Courts on Lake Flower $25pp 

• June 20: History of the 90 Miler Presentation -  7 PM – Historic Saranac Lake 

• June 24: Half Day -  Seven Carries   

• June 25: Team Paddling Clinic – Lower Saranac - 6:30 – 8 PM.  Meet at Ampersand $25pp 

• June 26: 90 Miler Paddling Clinic – 6:30 – 8 PM, Meet at Tennis Courts on Lake Flower $25pp 

• June 27: 7 Carries Evening Training – 4 – 7 PM  Meet at MAC’S $25pp 

• June 28: Half Day - St. Regis Lakes Great Camps in Voyageur Canoes 

• July 1: All Day - Lake Lila with possible hike up Mount Frederica 

• July 8: Half Day - Jones Pond Outlet to Church Pond 

• July 12: All Day – Rainbow Lake Ramble 

• July 19: All Day - Raquette River to “The Crusher” 

• July 22: All Day - Osgood River  

• July 26: All Day - Lowe’s Bluffs Canoe and Hike 

• July 29: All Day -  Long Pond Canoe with Hike 

• Aug. 5: All Day - Champion Lands exploration 

• Aug. 9: All Day - Lake Lila with possible hike up Mount Frederica 

• Aug. 12: Half Day -  Seven Carries  

• Aug. 16: All Day – Little Tupper Lake 

• Aug. 19: All Day - Raquette River to Raquette Falls 

• Aug. 23 - All Day - Lowe’s Bluffs Canoe and Hike 

• Aug. 26: All Day - Rainbow Lake Ramble 

 

Reservations will be accepted on a space available basis.  Please call MAC’s at (518) 891-1176 for more 

information and to register.   Adirondack Watershed Alliance members receive $10 discount on any trip. 
Adirondack Watershed Alliance           PO Box 111, Paul Smiths, NY 12970              518-891-2744 



Membership Application for THE ADIRONDACK WATERSHED ALLIANCE  

The AWA was formed to assure the continued promotion and organization of paddle sport activities, develop a 

stewardship network to enhance recreational opportunities, and provide outdoor employment.  We coordinate 

the Adirondack Canoe and Kayak Race Series, offer clinics and trips, and encourage cooperation between all 

recreational users of the waterways of the Adirondack Forest Preserve. 

 

Feel free to recommend an event, activity or project you would be interested in working on.  

 

Name:        

Address: 

  

Phone:    email:  

 

 

Annual membership is $25 for individual paddlers, $50 for a family of paddlers living under the same roof!  

Membership year starts April 1.   

Make checks payable to: AWA, and mail to: PO Box 111 Paul Smiths, NY 12970   

Donations for projects, sponsorship and events graciously accepted.  Call Brian for details.  

JOIN NOW TO SUPPORT PADDLING IN THE ADIRONDACKS 

 

 

90 Miler Entry Forms to go in US Mail in mid June 

 
We have had an incredible response to the publicity the Adirondack Canoe Classic has received in the past year.  Record 

numbers of new inquiries continue to come in via email, phone and the post office. 

Our entry procedure will remain the same as in past years.  We will mail out applications via US Mail to people who have 

recently inquired and to the people who have participated in the 90 in the past three years.  The entry deadline will be July 

20.  Should we have more than 250 teams interested in signing up, we will go to a weighted lottery.  The weighted lottery 

is tipped in favor of those who have participated in the 90 Miler for 10 or more years.  This is not a first come, first served 

system, so you do not have to send in your application via express mail (unless of course you wait until the last minute!) 
 

 

 AWA recruiting Adirondack Canoe Classic volunteers for the 90 Miler.  
  

The 90 miler has always depended on a very solid group of volunteers to make the event happen.  Faces change, but the 

reaction of the participants stays the same in recognition of the hard work, dedication and significant contributions 

individuals and organized groups contribute to the coordination of the 90 Miler.  If you, your family or civic organization 

would like to assist – please get in touch with Director of Volunteers Keith Braun at the AWA office.  Let us know your 

skills and interests and we will work with you to develop a meaningful role at the 2018 Adirondack Canoe Classic.   

 

For updated paddling news check out macscanoe on Face book. 

 

 
Adirondack Watershed Alliance           PO Box 111, Paul Smiths, NY 12970              518-891-2744 


